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DENVER CONVENTION

This year’s AAJ Annual 
Convention was held in 
Denver from the 7th to the 
10th July 2018. As always, the 
International Practice Section 
attended in great numbers 
and contributed in no small 
measure to a very successful 
convention.

The Section is growing in 
numbers and continues to 
“punch above its weight” 
amongst the various sections 
of AAJ.

INTERNATIONAL LATE NITE-PARTY
Ricky Bagolie’s considerable efforts in organising the International 
Late Nite paid off again this year. Co-sponsored by Bagolie Friedman, 
Carter Capner, Hugh James and Moloney Solicitors, it was a very well 
organised event and a great kick-off to the convention with visits 
from the incoming President 
as well as both candidates 
for Parliamentarian. 
Credit in particular to 
Ricky Bagolie and Mark 
Harvey for the excellent 
selection of drinks! 

The co-sponsors of the event are pictured from L-R  
Peter Carter, Ricky Bagolie, Mark Harvey, Alan Freidman and Liam Moloney.
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CLE 
Both the International Practice Section and 
the International Relations Committee had 
excellent CLE programs which addressed 
topics such as liability for modern day slavery 
(UK), forum non conveniens and advocating 
for human rights around the globe. Congrats 
to immediate past Chair Karina Shreefer and 
her team for such an excellent programme. 
This year’s program of events will be a hard act 
to follow but work has already commenced 
by the appointed group led by Katherine 
Allen of Hugh James to create a dynamic 
educational programme.

EXTRA - CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES
Golfing enthusiasts Mike Doyle, 
Carlos Villacorta, Paul Mc Clorry 
and Liam Moloney played the local 
Denver Course on Friday and much 
thanks to John Sadwith, Executive 
Director Emeritus of the Colorado Trial 
Lawyers Association for all his help in 
picking the course.

Mike Doyle also brought a very fit and 
adventurous group on a cycling trip up 
the Rockies and apart from one slight 
mishap all cyclists returned home safely!

  Pictured at the Denver Air-Museum. from L-R are: 
Sandy and Mike Minton, Mark Harvey and Liam Moloney

CLE speakers from L-R Megan Wolfe Bennett, Clare Campbell, 
Warren Collins and Justin T Green.
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MORE SERIOUS MATTERS!
The Section had its business meeting on the 9th July 2018 where the following officers were elected 
unopposed:

 Chair    – Liam Moloney
 CoChair   – Peter Koenig 
 Vice-Chairs   – Marc Weingarten, Anna Romero, Paul McClorry and Stuart Fraenkel 
 Secretary   – Warren Collins
 Treasurer   – Ricky Bagolie
 Newsletter Editor  – Barry Friedman

We welcome the new Co-Chair Peter Koenig and 
Vice Chair Paul Mc Clorry who are excellent 
additions to the team. We wish to thank our outgoing 
Chair Karina Shreefer along with Warren Collins who organised 
an excellent CLE Programme.  The continuing growth of the 
section is down in no small part to the great work that Karina 
has done

It was also agreed that a sub-committee would be formed 
to organise next year’s CLE in San Diego. Katherine Allen 
is Chair of this group with Kieran Mitchell, Peter Koenig and 
Clare Campbell ably assisting her. The committee will shortly 
meet to agree a program of events.

2018 PENGUIN AWARD
The International Dessert Reception was a very well 
attended event at which the Chair of the International 
Relations Committee Martin Blake presented the 
Penguin Award to a very worthy recipient John 
Vail. Well done John! The Tom Henderson Penguin 
Award is a long tradition amongst the international 
members; it recognizes a significant contribution to 
international relations by a member and supporter 
of AAJ’s international community. The first award 
was presented to Chief Executive Tom Henderson 
in 2001 after he lead an AAJ delegation to South 
Africa to assist that country’s personal injury bar to 
fight repressive, anti-lawyer legislation. Originally 
known as the “Jackass Penguin Award”, it was 
named after a unique species of penguin that 

inhabit the Cape Town coast in South Africa. The 
winner of this unique, hand crafted glass award is 
chosen by the leaders of the International Relations 
Committee and International Practice Section.

The new Vice-Chair, Co-Chair of the International Practice Section.  
from L-R: Paul Mc Clorry,  Peter Koenig and Liam Moloney
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NEWLY ELECTED AAJ GOVERNORS
Congrats to first time Governors Mark Gibson 
(Scotland) and Sylwia Mysliwska (Poland) and 
existing Governor Carlos Villacorta (Spain) who 
were all elected in Denver for three year terms 
as AAJ Governors. Mark represents the UK and 
Ireland as Revitilisation Governor. Sylwia and   
Carlos are Governors for the Balance of the 
World

CONSTRUCTIVE IDEAS NEEDED!
If any members of the International Practice Section of AAJ have any ideas in relation to how the Section 

could be better improved, please feel free to reach out to 
either myself (LiamMoloney@MoloneySolicitors.ie) or my co-Chair Peter Koenig (Peter@WHKB-Law.com) 

or if anyone has any ideas for the Newsletter, which Barry Friedman does an excellent job in 
preparing each year, please contact Barry at BFriedman@theFriedman-LawFirm.com. 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING
At the Board of Governors Meeting Liam Moloney was presented with a Distinguished Service Award by 
Kathleen L. Nastri, AAJ President. This was in recognition of Liam’s work in helping to organise the AAJ 
Leaders Forum Retreat which was held in Powerscourt, Wicklow, Ireland in May 2018. 

The international members were ably represented by Ed Montague and Claire Wilkinson for Canada, Mark 
Gibson ,Mark Harvey and  Liam Moloney for the UK and Ireland, by Carlos Villacorta and Sylwia Mysliwska 
for Europe and Peter Carter for the Rest of the World. These representatives supported the International 
Relations Committee’s resolution proposed by Immediate Past President Kathleen Nastri for AAJ and passed 
by the Board to consider ways that AAJ can reach out and support those lawyers suffering persecution in 
distressed countries. PEOPIL President John Beer and Anthony Tarricone did great work in pushing this topic 
to the forefront of AAJ’s agenda and it would not have been approved without their sterling efforts.

We are all looking forward to next year’s conventions in Miami from 2-5 February 2019 and San Diego  from 
the 27th – 30th July 2019.

“Governors All !” 
from L-R John Beer, Sylwia Mysliwska and Carlos Villacorta.


